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EPCAMR Regional Community Assessment on

ﬁ Illegal Dumping of Tires & Trash
EPCAMR & Beattiral
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Lsah . NBLT £ 2 Coordmator
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Koth George- Luzerme Consarvanion District Deputy Director
Dscusson on West 8o & Jarmes River Virus Program & Cearups
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Chapter Project Updates

Colembia County
Fecycing & Cleanups
(1106-1125AM)

Craries Fritz, © County R g C
. Mmmmbmsm

mmmwnmummn

“y

mmmm
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_County,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_County,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northumberland_County,_Pennsylvania
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Complementary
Supporting Role

Support and partner
with “Keep
Northeastern
Pennsylvania
Beautiful,” a KPB
affiliate led by the
Pennsylvania
Environmental
Council’s NE Office,
based in Luzerne
County, and serving
6 counties



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luzerne_County,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luzerne_County,_Pennsylvania
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Community Image

Positives:
e Spirit of neighbor helping neighbor (ex:
“Valley with a Heart”)
e (Good, safe place to raise a family
Strong work ethic
e High level of volunteerism among
community members

-

Negatives:

e Lack of economic opportunity resulting
in “brain drain”

e Mine-scarred landscapes

e Polluted waterways from AMD,
stormwater, agricultural impacts

e Perception of the region as “behind the -
times”

e Apathy towards the environment




Litter Prevention and
Abatement

In Northeast Pennsylvania’s coal
communities, illegal dumping has been a
persistent problem for decades.

Abandoned mine lands, which have been
neglected for years, are often targeted for
additional abuse as “dumping grounds” for
fly-by-night contractors, disreputable
haulers, and residents who want to avoid -
or can’t afford - disposal & recycling fees.

Illegal dumping poses health and safety
risks. It has been blamed in some cases for
sparking or contributing to underground
mine fires.




Depending on the area, litter
education programs are
typically conducted by county
recycling coordinators, county
conservation districts, certain
nonprofit organizations, and
grassroots community
organizations such as “People
Against Litter” and the
“Bloomsburg Community
Creek Cleanup.”

Many groups within the four
counties have been participants
in “Pick Up Pennsylvania” or
other anti-litter activities.


https://www.facebook.com/groups/368720925783876/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/368720925783876/

State codes and regulations apply across the region, but
local ordinances vary

Existing code related to litter prevention:
e The PA Vehicle Code

(Title 75. Chapter 37 of the Pennsvlvania Consolidated Statutes § 3709)
e More codes on KPB’s site:

Pennsvlvania Littering and Illegal Dumping Laws - Keep PA Beautiful

11 & Pennsylvania’s
Examples of local rules: B | ¢ Litter Action Plan

e Bloomsburg’slittering and Dumpster regulations J Gheiin e g sganetiter
e Shamokin dumping and littering regulations :

Statewide anti-litter programs:
e DEP’s Litter Action Plan
e DCED’s Pennsyvlvania Fights Dirty

Y% pennsylvania
¥ DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
—
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https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/CT/HTM/75/00.037.009.000..HTM
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/illegal-dump-free-pa/pennsylvania-littering-and-illegal-dumping-laws/
https://ecode360.com/14267413
https://ecode360.com/35871671#35871674
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dep/programs-and-services/waste-programs/changing-pas-littering-habit/litter-action-plan
https://dced.pa.gov/litter/



https://cms5.revize.com/revize/carboncounty/Document%20Center/Service/Planning%20&%20Development/2025/Final%20Greenway,%20Trails,%20Open%20Space/Carbon%20County%20-%20GTOS%20Plan%20-%20June%202025%20with%20Appendix.pdf?t=202506111319540&t=202506111319540
https://www.facebook.com/mountcarmelcommunitygarden/
https://extension.psu.edu/programs/master-gardener/counties/sullivan

Waste Reduction and
Recycling

Primary contacts for solid waste management are
usually the county and municipal public works
departments.

Ordinances differ across municipalities, and access
to transfer stations, curbside waste collection, and
special collection for hard-to-discard items vary
based on community population size and other
variables.

Example of solid waste ordinance:

e Penn Forest Township in Carbon County ...
requirement for each household to purchase a
garbage permit or show contract with licensed
private hauler



https://pennforesttownship.org/transfer-station/
https://pennforesttownship.org/transfer-station/
https://pennforesttownship.org/transfer-station/

Recycling Programs

The general sense is that participation in
recycling programs — among schools, public
venues, and even individual residents - has
waned in recent years as recycling markets
declined and certain communities scaled back
their programs. See Northeast Recvcling

Council report

Contamination and lack of recycling know-how
among the public also limit the programs’
effectiveness, according to industry watchers.

Snapshot of recycling in 3 counties in the NE:
Recycling



https://www.nerc.org/2025-recycling-markets-took-a-beating-in-a-weak-retail-year
https://www.nerc.org/2025-recycling-markets-took-a-beating-in-a-weak-retail-year
https://www.recycleacrossamerica.org/us-recycling-collapse?srsltid=AfmBOor_OJxCx2CtPmwe-8cDiW_Xzy2DLtphonhJtEf3xsx4lqOJylEl
https://indicators.institutepa.org/environment/recycling/

Community and
Economic
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LAND BANKS IN PENNSYLVANIA

9 //—/" . lL.and Bank o Redevelopment Authority
. 5 designated as Land Bank
There does not appear to be active ‘ ,
Main Street or Elm Streel programs,

across the four counties.

Northumberland County appears to
be the only one of the 4 counties with
a land bank. Luzerne & Lackawanna
counties do have land banks.

Typically, certain key businesses in -
cach community are eager to support - o )
local cleanup/beautification efforts.



https://dced.pa.gov/main-street-matters-main-street-designations/
https://dced.pa.gov/main-street-matters-elm-street-designations/
https://housingalliancepa.org/wp-content/uploads/LANDBANK.pdf

Community
Stewardship

Across the 4 counties, there are
communities with active volunteer
bases - especially those more
urban locations with
colleges/universities, schools, and
places of worship that encourage
community engagement

The spirit of volunteerism is active
in many rural areas as well

Volunteer with EPCAMR here!



https://epcamr.org/home/get-involved/epcamr-volunteer-opportunities/
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https://independentsector.org/research/value-of-volunteer-time/
https://independentsector.org/research/value-of-volunteer-time/
https://independentsector.org/research/value-of-volunteer-time/

Amazon Community
Foundation Grant

What we’ve accomplished so far...in Fall of 2025
through Early February 2026.

Dundee Rd Cleanup along Nanticoke Creek

Little Wapwallopen Creek Cleanup

King’s College student survey of Tire Shops & Garages
Disposal & Recycling of Tires

Communications with Columbia & Luzerne County
potential partners on future cleanup sites

Applied to become a KPB Affiliate

Tallied historical EPCAMR Cleanup totals of volunteers,
cleanups, hours, & value of volunteers

Creation of draft Story Map on Trash & Tire Cleanups
Planning for Illegal Dumping: Talking Trash & Tires
Forum on April 11th

EPCAMR Volunteer Safety Orange Shirts Printed

Native Wildflower Seed Mixes Ordered

Volunteer banner designed by Diamond Valley Marketing



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lxl7q-6rFmodNDByfuX2NiK9C4qRYSUv/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117992803284833030402&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.diamondvalleymarketing.com/

King’s College Winter 2025 Survey of

Tire Dealerships & Garages

Results

o businesses responded

Larger garages have reputable recycling companies,
smaller ones may not

Most community members are not interested in finding
new ways to recycle tires

Reception was often rude & dismissive of student survey




LAC)

Elmira Binghamton
£

Pitiston

Pifiston
exeter

Wyorming

SUSQUEHANNA
BRADFORD

sville
Fory
Fort

| e

Wilkes-Barre

WAYNE

mouth

Hunlosk Twp w I .
Q Laurel Run
R

Hurleck
pa

COLUMBIA .

Bl

wyngham

Allentown Dennison Twp

(o) ©
. Remediated Dumpsites
@ Active Dumpsites

. Remediated Dumpsites
@ Active Dumpsites

[C) EPCAMR Service Area Hotenback
Reading Tor.

sapwalicpen

DAUPHIN

whi
Hartigburg

Buler Tuy

Foster Twp

Lancaster Stor! MaQ

Drums Frestand



https://arcg.is/1G0a113

Amazon Community
Foundation Grant

Moving ahead in Spring/Summer 2026 o
e Survey of more site locations (Site b

assessment survey)

e Pine Run Headwaters Cleanup on PA
DCNR Crystal Lake Tract

e Solomon Creek AMD Boreholes Cleanup

e Shickshinny Creek Watershed Cleanup
along Utility ROW along SR 11 i o

e Snake Rd., Deer Rd., Tomhicken Rd., and , - o
Sugar Notch Run Cleanups

e Town of Bloomsburg Cleanup

e Illegal Dumping: Talking Trash & Tires
Forum around Earth Week in April 2026

e [Lxpansion of used and new tire dealer survey amarames
online

COLUMBIA



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3EEbneopJ2duWyqc83JXLVH9UJzFVSMtbt_J7Kj6h4eVY7w/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3EEbneopJ2duWyqc83JXLVH9UJzFVSMtbt_J7Kj6h4eVY7w/viewform?usp=header
https://www.facebook.com/share/1AwqJKR68X/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1P4zWydz7T/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1EC6AHnGSU/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1NUEsvr35E/

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

KEEP ROLLING WITH.

THE TIRE 6AYS

YOU'LL
SAVE
_ 570.223.4

e — NS .
UZERNE COUNTY SvrrwNEW&USEDTIRES

® Closed

Amazon Northeastern
Pennsylvania Community Fund

US$250,000 - Luzerne & Columbia Counties, Pennsylvania

This fund will help you sta

A WYOMING VALLEY

™ SANITARY AUTHORITY

- Together, we put water in its place.




[llegal Dumping:
Let’s Talk Trash and
Tires

A discussion about illegal dumping in
Northeastern Pennsylvania, its health
risks, and strategies for effective
enforcement and prevention.

e When: April 11, 2026
e Where: LCCC Educational Conference Center
e [Exhibitors:

o Keep PA Beautiful
PA DCNR
PEC Northeast Office
North Branch Land Trust
Nanticoke Conservation Club
Earth Conservancy
Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority
And more!

O O O O O O O
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Affiliation Benefits

e Statewide network of peer
organizations 39\

e Access to tools & resources

e Brand affiliation ' ;

e Opportunity to apply for
grants

e Communication with other
Affiliates

e Open Your Eves to Litter
Booklets for Youth and Mo
Teacher Curriculum Guides =~ = -
(updated by EPCAMR) & B0 Ao

e

e (Camera Loaner Program s

(328 =
v ,#‘,;‘.',;/


https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/education/open-your-eyes-to-litter/
https://www.keeppabeautiful.org/programs/illegal-dump-free-pa/camera-loan-application/

EPCAMR KPB Affiliate
. Advisory Committee

Pennsylvania Environmental Council

Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority
Shamokin Creek Restoration Alliance ,
Catawissa Creek Restoration Association [ .

® Luzerne Co. Conservation District
® (Carbon Co. Conservation District
~ @ (Columbia Co. Conservation District
. e Sullivan Co. Conservation District
e Northumberland Co. Conservation District
b °
°
[ ]
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