BITUMINOUS

 
ACTIVITY

Children love to create rock critters.  This activity will allow them to be creative in developing their own individual pet rocks out of BITUMINOUS COAL. They will create and describe their very own BITUMINOUS pet rock and participate in various forms of written and oral communication upon completion of the activity. The children will give their BITUMINOUS pet rocks appropriate names and the children can also make up fictional stories about their BITUMINOUS pet rocks.  

EPCAMR Staff will make a presentation to the children about the formation of coal, where it can be found, the names of the local coal seams in their communities that have been mined earlier in history, and will also be given an opportunity to go on a field tour to a local culm bank (abandoned mine land) to collect their very own pieces of COAL. If a BITUMINOUS field tour cannot be coordinated, EPCAMR Staff will bring to the Activity, a 5-gallon bucket, full of BITUMINOUS COAL, to create the pet rocks.

Purpose: The children will create their very own BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks, (artistic expression), write in their journals a description of their pet rocks, (writing skills), learn about the formation of BITUMINOUS and geology of their local communities, (environmental science), become knowledgeable of the local coal seams and past mining practices (history), and finally verbally describe their BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks to the class (oral communication skills). 

Materials: 

· BITUMINOUS COAL (Rocks) 

· Hot Glue Gun and Glue

· Assortment of Art Supplies 

· Scraps of cloth

· Buttons

· Tinsel

· Feathers
· Paper

· Coals

· Cotton

· Glitter

· Variety of sizes of wiggly eyes

· Permanent markers

· String

· Pipe cleaners

· Felt

· Paint and paint brushes

Side Note:  You may want to soak the coals in water to wash off excess dirt, mud, mineral deposits, and iron oxide deposits and cover the activity tables with newspaper paper or a cloth.

Procedure: 

1. Take the children out on a field tour to a nearby coal bank rock collecting or have children pick their own pieces of coal from the 5-gallon bucket provided by EPCAMR. Ask them to find no more than 5 pieces of coal, with one of the pieces having at least one flat side and is about the size of the palm of their hand.
2. Gather the children around in a circle back at the classroom once they haven chosen their rocks. Ask the children to share with the rest of the children what they have found and where they found it (provided a field tour was a part of the activity). Ask the children to explain anything that stands out to them, whether it is the size, shape, color, weight, or any other physical attributes. On a flip chart of chalkboard, have the children each write their name, and 3 physical attributes about their coals.
Light or Dark: __________________________________________________________

Sharp or Smooth: _______________________________________________________
Color Description: _______________________________________________________
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(Fill in the blocks accordingly.  EPCAMR Staff will work through each of the descriptions.)
3. Join the rocks together with small bits of cotton soaked in white glue or have the EPCAMR Staff glue the rocks together with the hot glue gun.

4. Allow the pieces of coal to dry thoroughly before adding to their BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks.
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5. While the BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks are drying EPCAMR will either read a book that is about pet coal, read the children a story or news excerpt from a local newspaper about the mining of Bituminous years ago, in their local communities, or show them a short video on Abandoned Mine Lands to teach them to “Stay Out & Stay Alive” as a part of EPCAMR’s commitment to the Mining & Safety Health Administration (MSHA) National Campaign and to inform the children about EPCAMR’s efforts to reclaim these blighted areas throughout the Bituminous Coal Region.

6. Explain to the children that they are now going to have a chance to artistically create their very own BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks. They will decorate the rocks selected with an assortment of art supplies.  EPCAMR Staff will operate the hot glue gun for the students. Helpers may be needed for this lesson. If it is possible, EPCAMR will try to provide each helper with a hot glue gun.
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7. After the children are finished with their BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks, have them create a fictional profile of their creations. Ask the children what kind of things they should write about to tell the rest of the class about their pet coals. Have the children create their own profiles on a piece of paper provided with the Activity. Have the children draw a picture from the front and profile views of the BITUMINOUS COAL pet rocks to go along with their profiles.  Upon completion of project each student will be permitted time to share and discuss the BITUMINOUS COAL pet rock activity created with the rest of the class. 

(Pet Rock's Name)

 (Child’s Name)
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	Draw a front view of your rock
	Draw a side view (profile) of your rock



Place Your Bituminous Pet Rock Here 


For Display








